
Concerns: 
1. Traditionally, the trapline members of CH07 avoid Long-Island during most of the summer to 

prevent any disruption to the nesting waterfowl. Prolongated fieldwork all over the island would 

have significant negative effects on the local wildlife.   
 
As we understand it, the trapline CH07 terminates at the Hudson Bay coast, and does not include Long 
Island or the other small islands within Long Island Sound (as shown here). However, we emphasise that 
this work effectively amounts to hiking and collecting small rock samples, and will therefore have a truly 
negligible impact in any sense. If this is a major issue, we offer to reduce the number of days on Long 
Island itself, which only comprises a portion of the project area. We could limit the number of days spent 
working on Long Island to 31 of the 62 total days for this project. 
 

2. The research project, as it is described in this document, follows old models of fieldwork by southern 
researchers and universities in the north which do not work towards local capacity development 
and community engagement. The Cree Nation of Chisasibi has created a community-based research 
center, the Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research Institute (CERRI) to change the way research is 
conducted on its territory, promoting community engagement, youth involvement and science-
related capacity building. Neither the Cree Nation of Chisasibi nor CERRI were approached 
previously to the EMRIRB screening for community engagement or consultation by the project 

proponent.   

We regret that CERRI was not more involved in the application stage of this project, although it does not 
have a website and is thus very difficult to find any information about. Nonetheless, Vincent Gauthier 
Doucet was emailed early on the morning of March 26th, 2019, several days prior to receiving his 
comments on the proposal (he has not yet responded to this email). As for community involvement, we 
genuinely do our best, given our small budget and that this is our first time applying for a research permit 
on Cree lands. A significant portion of the expenses from this project (~40%) will be spent in Chisasibi, 
being paid to hunters/guides, locally owned hotels, cooperatives, etc. Cree translations for this permit 
were conducted locally. We also believe that there is a way to provide CERRI with helpful information and 
documentation resulting from this project (see comment below). 
 

3. Although to our knowledge there is no archaeological sites recorded on Long-Island, the area has 
been heavily in use by both Cree and Inuit families and chances are there is a rich archaeological 
presence in the area. Geological sampling could have a negative impact on unidentified 
archaeological sites: in the north, archaeological sites commonly exist directly on bedrock and in 

boulder fields.   

We are glad that Vincent raised this point. During this project, we would be happy to take GPS coordinates 
and photographs of any potential archaeological sites we discover, and provide this information to CERRI. 
We have previously seen tent rings, caches, graves, hunting blinds, etc, during my fieldwork elsewhere in 
Hudson Bay, and so are generally familiar with their appearance. Even if we could not identify them, it is 
guaranteed we would not unknowingly damage any of these sites, as we do not collect loose rocks that 
are lying on the ground, only samples taken directly from the bedrock. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/embed?mid=19Zx-OQI-cmQctJfz_eRo3A5r0gY&hl=fr&ll=54.69214742666121%2C-79.06996375582139&z=10


Suggestions and/or recommendations: 

1. The four family units that are the traditional occupants of that area should be consulted to 
evaluate the impacts of two months of field work on Long-Island wildlife, specifically the nesting 
waterfowl. Traditionally, the trapline members of CH07 avoid Long-Island during most of the 
summer months to prevent any disruption to the nesting waterfowl. We believe prolongated 
fieldwork all over the island would have significant negative effects on the local wildlife.  

As stated in the first comment, as we understand the trapline boundaries, CH07 does not include Long 
Island or any of the islands in Long Island Sound. Additionally, this project is extremely unlikely to have 
any environmental impact (on wildlife or otherwise).  

2. The project could involve the participation of members of the CH07 trapline, especially youth. 

The research project should benefit community members and local trapline members.   

The budget for this research project is very small, as it is funded entirely by student grants. We have done 
our best to bring benefits to the local community through involvement where possible (i.e. boat guides, 
local translations, supporting locally-owned businesses). We believe that this could be further increased 
by documenting archaeological sites (as discussed above).  

3. The project proponent should inform and get consent from the Tallyman of CH07 as well as 

from the Cree Nation of Chisasibi before making the trip to Long-Island.   

We are happy to inform the Tallyman of CH07 about this research project. From the Cree Mineral 
Exploration Board website it appears this is Freddie Scipio, although they do not provide contact 
information. 

4. The presence of cultural heritage should be assessed where geological sampling is to be carried on 

Long-Island.   

We agree with Vincent, and are happy to provide details regarding any potential sites of cultural or 
archaeological significance that are observed. As stated previously, we do not collect loose rocks for our 
study, and it is therefore impossible that our sampling would disturb these sites. 

5. An access permit from Makivik to visit the Islands in the EMR/NMR zone is probably required 
(uncertain for the overlap zone) as well as a land use permit from the Ministère de l’Énergie et 

des Ressources Naturelles if they expect to also conduct research on the coast.   

An access permit from Makivik Corporation was applied for on March 22nd, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 



6. Previous projects on Long-Island, for which there was no community consultation, had negative 
impacts on the local environment such has garbage and abandoned buildings. Impacts such as 

these are due to a lack of consultation for which we would like to avoid a repeat.   

We are in complete agreement. We have gone to every effort with organisations to ensure complete 
compliance for this project: the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board, Nunavik Marine Region 
Impact Review Board, Makivik Corporation, and the Nunavut Research Institute. EMRIRB, NMRIRB, and 
the Makivik Corporation. Additionally, we checked with every relevant Nunavut organisation to determine 
if they could provide approval for this project. The Nunavut Planning Commission, Nunavut Impact Review 
Board, and Nunavut Water Board were all consulted; unfortunately they do not have jurisdiction over this 
area, and therefore could not issue permits. A Scientific Research License was applied for from the 
Nunavut Research Institute, and is currently under review.  Regarding the impacts described by Vincent, 
we always remove all tents, garbage, etc, after completion of a project, leaving absolutely no impact. 

 

 

 


